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the persons in the story, is kept waiting for an account of what
eventually happened, even when this is neccssaiy to explain the
existing situation. Large episodes are inserted either as part of
these nanativcs or as expansions of the main plot. All this ingenuity
makes the vanous threads of events very difficult to unravel; it
seems to put obstacles wantonly in the reader's path. Nevertheless,
those who persevere in solving the puzzle will be filled with admira-
tion for Sidney's ingenuity and thoroughness, if not for his judgment.
His couitly readers manifestly experienced as much enjoyment in
following the intricacies of his design, and finding them all brought
to a point where order was evolved out of utter perplexity, as the
devotees of La Calpreaede and Mile de Scudery, at a later date,
experienced in the piohxities and hypercritical analysis of sentiment
in those still more protracted stories.
Only the barest outline of the main story will be offered here.1 The plot
At the opening of the At cadlay in its final shape, two shepherds on
the coast of Laconia help a man out of the waves who has escaped
from a burning ship. This is Musidorus, prince of Thessaly, whose
cousin, Pyrocles, prince of Macedonia, is still aboard the wreck.
Before they can rescue Pyrocles he is carried off in front of their
eyes by pirates. Thus we are introduced to the two heroes of the
story, two cousins and comiades who are bound to each other by ties
of the closest affection, and have alieady shared adventures and
heroic achievements that are to be afterwards related as subordinate
but by no means unimportant episodes. Musidorus is taken on a
two days' journey into Arcadia, where he is enteitained, under
the assumed name of Palladius, by a wealthy gentleman, Kalander.
Intelligence arriving that Clitophon, the son of his host, has been
captured by the Helots, who are in revolt against the Laconians,
Musidorus joins the icscue expedition, and by a stratagem gets
within the walls of the city. A hand-to-hand conflict is waged in
the market-place between Helots and Arcadians, and Musidorus
finds himself pitted against the enemy's leader. His helmet is
struck off; whereupon his adversary flings down his sword, crying :
" What ! hath Palladius forgotten the voice of Daiphantus ? "—this
1 The Arcadia, is analysed at great length, the chronology of the main
plot and oJt all the episodes being clearly determined, by S. L. Wolff (Greek
Romance*, c.s).

